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ABSTRACT   

The “Palazzo delle Scintille”, former Pavilion 3, is the last survivor of the 
historical Fair District in Milan. Designed by the architect Paolo Vietti Violi in 
1922 and first opened in 1923, it was born as sports Hall, it’s one of the oldest 
buildings of the District and it remains during the XX Century one of the main 
elements of connection with the surrounding urban context. Today, at the end of 
restoration works, it confirms its historical vocation of connection between city and 
contemporary district of Citylife. 

The contribution focuses on the recently completed restoration works of facades, it 
describes the approach to the restoration project of a highly reworked modern 
architecture immersed in a contemporary neighborhood, it summarizes the 
methodological lines followed (from calibration of diagnostics to works 
accomplishments) and analyzes the critical issues. It focuses in particular on the 
issues of superfluous elements removal, conservation and diagnostics for modern 
materials (both concrete surfaces, and large glazed diaphragms), as well as on the 
theme of the recomposition of the final building image.  
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