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Abstract.
The paper illustrates the framework of the twentieth century transformations at the
Palazzo Ducale in Sassuolo (Modena), “Delizia” of the Este family and Baroque
jewel of northern Italy, during its use as salami factory and military academy.
These transformations are put in the context of the industrial development and the
affirmation of the ceramic district, which has much transformed the area. The
industrialization of the region has marked the landscape that had been designed
over centuries by the Este family, disturbing also the Palace’s setting. At the same
time these developments attest to the entrepreneurial vocation of the territory and
its potential.
Taking into consideration the different conceivable reuses for the building’s
southern façade, in the process of being restored, the "double identity" of the area
could be an opportunity for a newfound vocation of the monumental complex.
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