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ACQUA DA INVASIONE NELLA CHIESA DELL’ANNUNZIATA 

A SESSA AURUNCA (CE). LA DIAGNOSTICA PROPEDEUTICA 
ALL’APPROCCIO SUI BENI CULTURALI. 
Water from invasion in the church of the Annunziata in Sessa Aurunca (CE). 
Scientific diagnostic to approach on cultural heritage. 

GIGLIOLA AUSIELLO1, MANUELA COMPAGNONE1, FRANCESCO SOMMESE1, 
GIOVANNI ALBANO2, ANDREA BASILE3, ENRICO BUGLI4, RENATO DI GIROLAMO4 

1 Department of Civil, Architectural and Environmental Engeneering, University of Naples 
Federico II, e-mail: ausiello@unina.it;  manuela.compagnone@unina.it; 
fsommese@hotmail.it  
2 Studio tecnico di Ingegneria e Diagnostica Edile, e-mail: diagnosticaedile@virgilio.it 
3 Tecnolab srl ; e-mail: 1tecnolab@virgilio.it 
4 Direttore tecnico CB Restauri Carlo Bugli, e-mail: e.bugli@hotmail.it; 
renato.digirolamo@libero.it 
 

Abstract. 
The conservative restoration objective could be achieved through an approach to 
cultural heritage, optimized by diagnostics. So, it is possible to identify the causes of 
degradation, to monitor the effects of interventions and to guide future choices. The 
validity of this approach is testified by the interventions made on the Church of the 
Annunziata di Sessa Aurunca (CE). Inappropriate interventions and a lack of planned 
maintenance had caused widespread degradation. The presence of humidity was due 
to rising damp and condensation. After the first thermographic surveys, the 
restoration work began. The validation of the results had emerged from the 
monitoring through thermographic analysis iterated over time, which had allowed to 
measure the effectiveness of the interventions and to optimize the choices towards 
more effective actions too. The monitoring through non-destructive analysis has 
made it possible to develop a methodological approach that can be generalized to the 
historical building. 
Diagnostics become a system of objective measurement not only of degradation but 
also of the regression of degradation itself. In the reality of the restoration site, 
diagnostics are often overlooked with a view to reducing overall costs. 
This case study shows how important it is to sensitize professionals to make use of 
diagnostics in the approach to cultural heritage and in particular, in the case of 
conservative restoration, to make this preparatory phase more than desirable. 
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